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Swedish Union of Social Democratic Women cn February 20, 197¢

It is a very impressive programme the Swedish Union of Socisal
Democratic Women has arranged for this conference. Ixperts will
be speaking on the principal elemsnte of Swedish foreign npolicy.
This gives me a certain liberty of approach and frees ne of

the necessity to deal with any specific aspect in extenso.

I shali primarily discuss some ideclogical aspectsya few of
which have relevance to the meeting of social democratic

party leaders in Helsing®dr last month,

The other day, "Svenska Dagbladet" published a heartrending
article about Sweden’s poor performance at the Olympic Games
in Innsbruck. After a few gloomy reflections on the invest-
ments in national prestige made by the dictatorshinp countries
and the significance of commercial interests, the author
made his way with the sure step of a weter-divimer to the
subject of party politics. The equality policy of the

Social Democrats was put in the pillory. It is not suough

to produce second-raters, Sopebody must mount the victors®
stand, the author declared. '

But fear not, 0 Svenska Dagblad, be of good cheer!

The Financial Timees recently assembled a panel of expert
economists to evaluate the economic policies of wvarious
countries and choose the country which had nursued the most
successful economic nolicy in 1975. And who do you think
got the gold medal? Right, no other than CGunnar “'manuel
String. 3So Svenska Dagbladet can proudly lift its face

unto the hills and cry: At last z Swede stands highest

on the victors’ stand!


perforinan.ee
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Now 1t must be said in all fairness that this is the result
of teamplay, a collective performance dy the Swedish com-
munity and of 1ts workers, and in the true ecumenical apirit
I should add: Give a little medal to Helén too. TFor he

wag in on things at Haga in the good old days.

Yow there is another moral to be drawn from this story.

We try to pursue an independent policy in order to maintain
full employment and improve vell-being. At a time of leen
international crisis we have succeeded fairly well. But we
must not for a moment imagine we can shape our society
regérdless‘of the rest of the world,

it a discussion in Virmland the other day on the remewal
of ?orking life, a businessman pointed out that there is
a delegate absent from our rouvnd-table dicussions of how
ve are to democratize economic life. That delegate is
the world'harketé the often tough marketyplace where we
must sell half of our industrial prodnction in order to
develop our society. On that point I agree with him,
without reservation. If people beyond our borders are
poor and out of work so that they cannot afford to buy
our products, if building for the future is checked so
that demand falls for our mackinery, our iron ore, our
wood products and our building materials, this will
inevitably aleso affect us. The day we chose - and chose
wisely -~ to base our economy on an extensive and open
trade with other countries, then we also took a step

out into the world, to a direct dependence on what
happens beyond our borders.

This dependence becones even more pronounced in the crueisl
questions of war and peace. Ve have chosen . to pursue a
policy of non-participation in alliances in peacetime aimed
at neutrality in the event of war. This has been successful
for over 160 years. But it must never involve isolation
and a desire to take covser from the storms raging in'

the world, The policy we choose mist be oredidble, 1t

must inspire respect in the rest of the weorld.
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This requires that we take an active paxrt in efforts for
peace and détente everywhere we can make a constructive
contribution. We must work in the United Nations and take
part in peace-keeping operations; do our part in the fielids
of disarmament and development co-operation. We must play a
role in drawing up a new international ecownomic order and

in the meny branches of international co-operation that are a

feature of our present-day world.

Sweden hes always taken it for granted that we should give
our vigorous support to efforis for peace and détente in
Burope. We also assert that the Swedish policy of meutrality
has been a stabilizing factor in Horthern Europe and thus
also in peace-keeping on our continent. Vhen seen in the
light of history, the vpast year may stand out as a memorable
year in postwar Burope. The Conference on Security and Co-
operation in Europe was concluded in Helsinki last August.
The Final Act adopted by the Conference aims to secure peace
and détente ir our part of the world. The Lc¢t is not a
binding decument under international law, nor has it changed
the map of Burope. 3But it is a confirmation of postwar
reality and it is the nearest we can get to a formal peace

treaty thirty vears alter the end of the Second World ‘/ar.

The ‘ostpolitik’' of the est Cerwan Government 4id auch to

pave the way for détente and to promote reconciliation

between the peonles of lurope, 4 very important link in

this contexi was the treaty concluded between the Federal
Republic of Germany and Poland last suﬁmer. This was a

concrete expression of the snirit of llelsinki., It reflected
reconciliation after unspeakable suffering and had a deep

human dimension. It would be deplorable for these two countries
and for the whole of Yurope if this far-sighted and statesman-
like treaty should be brought to nothing by narrow-minded

internal interests in the Federal idepublic.

The 3ast, the West, the neutral sitates and non-aligned states
expressed their agroemont in the Final Act of the Telsinki

Conference on a number of princinles to geverm their relations.
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It was the product of long end laborious efforts.

The Final Act must be seen as a whole. Nevertheless, we
should not disregard the elements that go to make it a
balanced entity. Therefore, no field may be left ocut or
be regarded as less essential than another. Therefore,
Sweden is particularly gratified that the protection of
human rights has been accepted as a norm on equal footing
with othéer principles governing international relations,
This gives the outcome of the Helsinki negotiations a

‘human dimension and makes it comprehensidle to the citizens
of our countries.

This covers the question of the reunion of families as
well as travel across frontiers. We are disappointed to
note that it is difficult to get work in this field under
way. It must:be promoted and speeded up.

Violations of haman rights constitute departures from the
pelicy of détente, This attitude is also entirely in
agreement with the opinion long held by the Swedish Govern-
ment: that oppression, lack of freedom and injustice

contain the seeds of social and vnolitical teneions.

Those who make no protest against the spread of repression,
terror, torture, lack ¢f {reedom and other violations of
human rights ultimately helv ‘o undermine peace. We

have always regarded it as our duty to defend human rights
and freedoms. Ye censure such violations wherever they
are committed ~ in Vietnam, Chile, Greece, Spain and
Portugal,; and other countries where the United 3tates
directly or indirectly has helped to keev a dictatorship
alive. %We have harshly criticized the invesion of Cgecho-
g8lovakia and the lack of freedom there.

Information on the persecution of individuzls in Tastern
Turope received Anring the past few months has spoken of

canps for political prisoners and other methods for silencinzy
diesilents.

o
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We cannot but oppose nmethods of this kind. They are in
conflict with elemertary humanitarian principles, which

are also refiscte? in the Welsinki Jdocument.

Cur criticism of wvarious events and situations in no wayv
signifies a decire for confrontation, nor animosity towards
any state, great or small, nor does it signify anti-Americanisn
or anti-Sovietism. Ve are always prepared to have contact and
talks with those whom we may criticise on different pnints.

Ye understand and respect the fact that every nation muss

find its own way to a better society, that different soci.’
ané cconomic systens must learn to live with one another «nd
find ways to keen in touch and co~operate in peace, "2 whole-
heartedly support détente and want to make our contribution

to deevpening co-operation between the peopies of Lurope.

One aim for which we werk is thet nolitical détente will de
followed by military disarmanment.

4t the same time, e mzirtain thot we have the »i bt to spea™
our mind and state our views on essential issues. Ve are
strongly in favour of a freecr and more onen debate in the
present climete of détente on fundamental political and
ideological guestions. The »nrincipie of non-intervention
must not be allowed to stifle the debate. The will to
preserve peace and establish ccunstructive coi-operation must
not cbstruct an open and mere discerning debate than

waB possible during the implacable era of the Cold Var.

The present situvation in _urope iz full of paradoxes. Ternsion

between the nations has relaxed dbut tension within nations

.

is growing.

In the industrial countries of the Yest we are now going
through the deepest economic crisis since the Thirties.

In country after couniry we see paralyzing and almost un-
believable unemployment figures. At the same time, inflation

ir spiralling faster than since the Xorea crisis.

Todey, about 17 million people are out of work in the in-
dustrialized worid. Counting menbers of their families,

maybe 40 million people are the direct victims of unemnloy-
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ment. In the Buropean Community alone there are about

2 million jobless under 25 years of age. In individual
member states, statistics show that unenployment among
young people is at‘terrifyi§g levels of 300,000, 400,000
sometimes nearly 500,000. The distance between employment
security and unemployment insecurity is getting less and
less. A sense of helplessness and insecurity is gnawing

right through the well-being of the communities of the
industrial world.

The ideological consequences can be devastating. I regard
full employment as the greatest economic and social advance

of the postwar period. But in today’s difficult situation

we are beginning to hear rising murmurs that a fairly high
level of unemployment is perheps inevitable, that unemployment
is perheps not such an evil but may have certain adventages,

that anyway peonle do have unembloyment agsistance, and so om.
resimnation

This reflects an ideological that can mean absolute

disaster, both for the vitality of nations and for the hopes
for the future of individuals.

This is nothing new. Ve need not loolk far back in history
to see how insecurity paved the wayv for the strong men and

the false allurements of simple wolutions.

In the Twenties, denocracy was at 1its lowrst ebb in many
countries. Tnemoloyment, political divisicn and parliiamentary
weakness howled over "mrope’s democraciez like skitiles.

For some, 2:rmocracy Mecane the way ouat for the weak, doomel

to abuse oxr defeat. 2Adolf Hitler wrote in "llein Xampf":

"Democracy, as it irs practiced 1a Vestern Surope today, i=s
the forerunner of Viarxism. DJemocracy is the medium where the

bacteria of the MMarxist plazsme can grew and spread,”

Today in Chile, Ceneral Finochetl sayas he is looking for

"a new democratic formula, as traditional democracy heas

everyvhere been infiltrated by Marxist-Leninists",
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Fortunately there are not many dyed-in-the-wool fascists

about nowadays.

But even among democrats a pessimistic debate has started

at the international level about the future of democracy.

The Lmedcan professor, Daniel Moynihan, betier known as theformnr
American Ambassador to the United Nations,]stated in a
recently.published article that American democracy is
languishing. There was a time when the whole world regarded

the American Constitution as a model. That is a thing of

the past. Moynihan draws the conclgg%on that democracy is

& past phase in history, Jjust as nuch/anachronism as the

monarchy was in the 19th century. It is unable to solve

the problems of the future. It may survive in a few isolated

and distinctive places in "a handful of North Atlantic
countries”.

Pessinism of another kind emerges in the Dook "The Crisis
of Democracy" written by a trio consist'ng of a Japanese,
an-American and a Frenchman. One of the things the authors
are worried about is that democracy may become too vigorous,

that too much may be required of it.

In their opinion, a number of conflicting interests are
being puehed harder and harder, while the cohesion of
political varties has weakened. Dewocracv has got out of

hand, that is to say, it ie practically impossible to
govern.,

One of the authors says that a certain measure of apathy
. and indifference in some sections ot the population seens

to be a requisite for an effectiv: democracy,

The ranks of the pessgimists can be complsted by the “nglish-
man Robert Moss, who has written a bool entitled "The

Collapse of Democracy", which has created a great stir
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in the Anglo-Saxon world. He thinks that if democracy

is to survive it must be protected by almost anti-democratic
methode. A community which is, in principle, an oven society
may temporarily have to resort to dictatorial methods in

"self defence", such as controlling the mass media, dismissing
radicel teachers, taking actlon against trade unions, etc.

In an earlier book he has done his best to "explain" the

Chilean junta’s overthrow of Allende.

One thing all the: pessimis<zs have in common is that for
various reasons they see a danger in extending democracy’s
sphere of influence, in deepening democracy. They say very
little about social evils and the necessity of pursuing an
active policy in order to get out of the crisis. Bui,

on the other hand, they are interested in various ways

of restricting and narrowing the effective power of democracy.

It is not to be wondered at that they are normally known

as representing something called "the new couservatism”,
There is no doubt that here and there conservative forces
have begun t¢ see their chance. They are spreading "the
gospel of inequality" as though social eguality was the

root of probleus and as though the establishment of a class
gociety would improve the situstion. They advecate a return
to an out-and-out capitalism and try to shut their eyes to
the fact that the present crisis i

is eseentially an outcrop
of the crisis of capitalism.

And they are looking for scapegoats. To avoid having to
talk about unemployment and poverty and people”’s sense of
helplessaness, they are fabricating the red peril. They

are painting the picture of communists infiltrating govern-
ment offices and building lluscovite bridgehkeads in Western
Burope. Therefore, Zurope nust Ye vaccinated against the
red plague. Democracy must hit back., So the spirit of
confrontation and suspicion is growing and there is a risk

that it will create tension within and between nations,

But what is actually happening? There is l1ittle doubt that

capitaliem ig in a state of deep crisis. That is obvious
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from unemployment figures.

According to the comrunist texts we should now be in a
revolutionary situation, which should promote the collapse
and the violent take-over cf rower which, according to

these same texts, is inevitable,

But what are the revolutionaries up to? Well, the advance guard
of revolution in Europe is feverishly cccupied with renouncing

revolution so that it can get on with vigorously proclaiming
its democratic and reformistic dispcsié%n.

This is another of today’s paradoxes. In a situation which,
according to their fathers in the faith, would benefit world
revolution, the communist parties are now up to their eyes in

something of a political and ideclogical crisis.

What is the reason for thies?

For thirty years or so the communist parties in “estern,
Zurope have been living in a kind of political ghetto, even
in Southern Europe where they have been strong. In spite of
their good organization, their discipline and steady purpose,
their influence has been limited. The Stalinist heriéage
has lived on in the majority, the severe discipline has kent
more peovle outside the party than inside, the liturgical
revetition of the doemas has seemed foreizn and fanatical,
elitist doctrine has not encouraged involvement nor enriched
debate. The communists have been at their strongest as
forbidden parties in underground activities, where they ha'c
shown admirable heroism, or in %imes of crisis when the
establishment and the volitical opposition have been in dissrray.
in peacetime they flourish besgt in societies with »rigid

class distinctions,

In those countries where the communists have assembled a
large section of the working clacs, they have never really
been able to exploit their strength. Therefore, they have

Pecome increasingly doubiful abeat the efficiency of their
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tactics, increasingly aware that they must adjust to their
surroundings. So when the Soviet Union resortel %o

force, ) in Hungary in 1956 and in Czechoslovakia in
1988, not only were they having doubts about tactics dut
they also started to guestion and disassociate themselves
from their ideoclogical centre,

30 what we have witnessed in the leading communigt parties
in Southern Zurope is an attempt to break ount of isolation,
to become more attractive to groups outside their own ranks
and to gaiﬁ eredibility as democratic parties. This is

particularly true of the parties in Italy, Spain and France.

If they want to attain these goals, however, they find them-
selves in a head-on collision with certain fundamental
elements of their own ideology, a situation which is in

itself & sign of the strength of democracy and national
independence.

First, we have the primciple of proletarian internationalisn.
The fact is that after this was presented as a doctrine in

Czechoslovakia in 1968 communists could no longer profess an
ideological—bolitical dependence on Moscow and win support
in Western Burope, This process hal already been started

in Sastern Burope by Tito during the Forties and in Italy

in the mid-Sixties by the communist leader, Togliatti.
Having once questioned this dependence,growing criticisn

was inevitable. Dubcek s overthrow was greeted with general
disapprobation, even if it varied im force. The Spanish
communict partyv has gone farthest in this respect, by its
Secretary-General demanding that "comrade Dubcek" should

also be invited to the planned meeting of Turopean communist
parties.

But even the two large parties in the West have gone far in
accentuating their own profiles., The Iftzlian communist lecder,
Berlinguer, professes his lovalty to Italy’s HATO commitments,
even if he maintains that jurope would manage better without
either NATO or the VYWarsaw Pact. In France, the communists

recently launched a harsh attack on the existence of camps for
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poli%tical prisoners in the So-iet Union and against the

trials of diseidents.

There can be no doubt that in their attempt=z to gain cradibility
in the eves of Wwest Iuropean public opinion, the conrmnists

are being forced to take drastic stens ofl this kind. This
cannot but create friction with the comrades in Mescow,

thus also shaking the foundations of proletarian interna-

tipnalism.

In the second place, the communists must guestion the dictator-

ship of the vroletariat, a dogma that is hardly likely to

attract the big groups of voters, and is in direct conflict
with the aspirations of the Latin communist parties %o form
a broad democratic front. In France, the communists are co-
operating with the socialists in the Union of the Left,

In Spain they are nert of an anti-fascist front, which also
includes some non-socialigt grouns, and in Italy their aim
igs the "historic cempronmise", i.e. an organized governmental

co-operation with the large Christien Democratic Party.

The theary of the dictatorship of the proletariat also

clashes with the desire tc »resent themselves ton the electorate
as a democratic alternatiive. Ther now pnrofess adherence

to political nluralisii, governnment by the majority and
parliamentarism, absolute respect for the wil? of the

porular majority in general elections efte. Seen in the

context of these aspiraticns their political message sometimes

o

seems almost to be aimed at preserving the status quo,

Professing democrzcy also necessitates a renouncement of
the belief in revolutionary development in Western Europe
and the acceptance of the reformist course. Criticism of
those who have doubts about reformism is 2lso harsh,
Listen for example to Giancarlo Pajebtta, member of the
Italian Central Committee. His words comld well be
addressed to our own Swedish communists: "Only small

grouns, which are satisfied with Yiving on the fringe
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of history, or doctrinaire schoolmasters, who have not
yet understood the new factors of our time and do not
realize that we must act accordingly if we want to be
genuine revolutionaries, can talk about revisionisem

and reformism in the sense that they imply the repudiation
of socialism",

So the dictatorship of the proletariat is deleted from the
texts and disnissed into history.

As far as I can ssee South Buropean communists are approaching
a point where they will soon have to start discussing a
third fundamental principle of communism - democratic
centralism., Can they, in their efforts to present them-
selves as democratic, still ecling to a prinéiple which is
in direct conflict with other tendencies in Western
industrial societies? I refser to the decentralisation

of power and the exercise of influence at all levels of
society. Can they any longer assert the Leninist principle
of the omniscient and omnipotent avant-garde which in its
wigdom will lead the people on the right road? I think

not, Therefore, they must also question this principle.

This is not dry theory. These three principles are all
fundamental to communist idealogy. It is around these
three principles that the batile between social democracy
and communism has been fiercest decade after decade. This
is where the crucial difference lies.

Many people feel that this evolution means that the

whole Harxist-Leninist creec and its consequent symbolic action
is at isl'lle. ‘ Ye witmers

the sgeulnitured busts being
removed from conference tables. Ve see how the clenched
fist is relaxing into an inviting handshake., The Inter-
nationale’s battle call is being replaced by the national

anthem. The Marxist llecca is fading into the distance.

It is not to be wonderel at that this leads to great inner

tensions in the parties at the same time as relations with
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sister parties in astern Qurope are strained,

a0
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Now the question ariges: Tg thic a reol change of heart

is it purely und simoly tactics laid over an wunchanged

ideology? e cannot tell. The future alone holds the ~nswex.

But the debate around this theme is full of interesting
variations., Some maintain that it is a tactical facelift
for the purpose of getting into power. OShould this hapven
democracy is 1o moBe. The only course, therefore, is t»o
take a tough and implacable line, accent no form of co-

operation, keep all commnists out of governments,

Developments in Southern “urope are imt erpreted by some as
a diabolic plan worked out in iloscow., The communists are
assuming a democratic disguise in order to take power.
After that, country after country will fall like dominoes
into the hands of dictatorshiv.

But it now looks as if the cowrmunist party in Tioscow is not
too willing to play this imagined game, It has stiffened
its idealogical nosthre. .. nurber of articles elaborzate

on the gospel of proletarian nationalisem, the inevitabilit-
of the class strugxle, the Aictatorship of the proletariat

-

and other ideological orthodoxy.

Idealogical tensions are elso reflected in the delay in
convening the conference of Duropean communist parties.
Hegotiations and meetings have been held for nearly two
years without any agreement beinzi reached on where the
conference is to takxe place or on theg werding of the re-
solution which is drawn up in advance. There is undeniably
a great deal in what the Spanish communist lzader Carillo
says, when he points out that the socizl democrats hold
meeting after meeting "while we communists are mnot even

capable of holding a DIuropean conference’.

Possibly the leaders ia the Kremlin also emdrace a cdomino
theory. What would happen if the ideological disintegration

in the Weal Turopean communist parties spre’d to rastern
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Turope and notions of a communism with a human face

were once again to gain ground in these countries?

The greatest challenge to the position of the Sovie®
communist party would then not come from the bourgeoisie
nor from social democracy in Westerm Zurope but from its
own ideological freternity.

Actually it is a fascinating though%: Two infinitely strong
super-powers each pondering over its set of dominoces, with

the pieces et up so that the other can see theﬁ%earing the
change in the status quo which may emerge from the ideologiccl
struggle and the demends of the people.

In a way, we must have some syupathy for them in their
auandary. The delicately constructed balance of pover is
for them a guarantee for peace. Change can have unfore-
seeable and perhaps undesirable consequences. The clearly
demarcated spheres of interest, the sinnle ideological
orthodoxy has undeniable advantages for them. It feels
almost unfair to criticize them. At the same time, it
shows how frail the balance of power nmust be in a phase

when the winds of change are sweeping throargh the nations.

Wrat, then, is the attitude of social denocracy to this

process?

This was one of the subjects we discussed at the mesting

of the Social Democratic Party Leaders in Helsingdr last
nonth,

It is a guestion of wvital importance to many fellow social
democrats on the continent, and that is why T have dealt

with it fairly evhaustively todar.

However, may I first digress somewhat to comment on the
Swedigh communigst party. It feels almost ill-mannered to
add more fuel to the fire end rub nmore salt into the weand,
but I have to complete the picture.
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OQur experience of the communists is that they have been
dividers. They are in themselves a divided groun. It

is almost inpossidle to find ovt what the present strife
is all about., But when +the party leader devicts the
Left-Party Communists as "the tool of the Swedish working
class in its struggle for socialism” it is not exactly

Thor’s hammer he is putting into the hands of the Swedish
worker!

Someone has said that the Left-Pariy Communists are in a
state of permanent crisis when it comes to their programne.
Since the end of the Second World VWar, five party programmes
have been sdopted. They are still searching feverisghly

for_f,programme geared to the Swedish reality and whic» at the
e
same Joreserves the Leninist heritage.

Remarkadbly enough, Swedish comnunists have kept aloof from
the process now taking place in Jurope. ‘hen the French

and Ttalian communists talk of strengthening parliamentary

democracy, the Left Party Communists say in their programnme

that "parliament is the powerhcuse of the bourgeois scciety”.
Instead a “central represcntative assembly of the people"

is to replace the present Riksdag. Turther, a "revolutionary
L ¢! 9

government" is to be established.

The communist partiy prosgrazme also rejects the "illusion”

of "the reformist course". It is instead "stete-monopoly
capitalism" that profits frum "the strong position held
by reformism",

he

When/gocial democrats reached agreements on the economy

at Haga, acreements that were imvortant to the economy
but ide @logically fairly neutral, the left~Party Communists

did not spare the sneers. But =% the same time they say that

they support the efforts of their Italien comrades to form

a government with a —arty that is zlmost conssrvative,
class
So we note that/ treacherv at Haga becomes wise politics

in Rome,
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Nor are the communigts varticularly nationalistic. TFew
wage—earners recognize the communists”® infamous
description of Sweder as "a smz” 1 but hunsry imverialistie
state".

Their stand on foreign affalre is also vague., In
Portugal, the Left Partv Comrmunists have given their
suoport to Cunhal s communist rarty and condemned the
aocialists., This is in direct contrast to their fellow
commmists in Sy»ain and Italy, who have unequivcecally
disassociated themselves from Cunhal ‘s volitics and sre

trying to maintain good relations with Mario Soares.

then commenting on Czechoslovakia the Swedish communists
say that the situation there is being "normalized".

Do they mean that the sitvation in Czechoslovakia has
improved since the Dubeek period? Or do they mean quite
simply thet conditions in Czachonrlovakin are normal for

a communist regime?

In Sweden the compunists are grspnling with the problems c¢f

the sect and the secta., Vhereas co.uwmmists in Southern Tarose:

are trying to broaden their sphere, here in Cweden the corrmrd

Lic?

ideclogical »latform is gettinge narrowe» ond narcower, the
c

D
21 Triie cmatler and ema’ler

In Zouthern Vurore the s

3
13

. . .
tuetlon is "muits Aiffevent,

L.

T™roughout the nostwar period the coanunist partics thers
have been large, wa2ll organizod ant have won the ganasort

of & large sectior of the woriing clams In 2l=ctiens, Varicas

(=5

reasons are given for this. <o noint to the Aominant wole

of the Romen Catholic church. The sccialists lave heen
squeezed bhetween "the two churcres™, - cormmunian arnt
catholicism. Tn Italy the cowmuniste are much stronger

than the socialists. 3But the socialists are stronger in

Portugal and probably also in Snain. Irn recent yezrs the

ol

socialiste in FPrance have tecome the majority laft—-rivye

rarty for the first time., Tundreds of thousanile of Z'rench
workers who before voted communist have now ons osver to the
socialists,
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In practice, the strength and isolatien of the communist
parties have constituted a guarantee for the political
dominance of the conservative forces in these countries,
and fone reason why they have lagged behind social progress
in essential respects. This is a basic political fact of

which the ccmmunists must also be well aware.

The relationship between social democracy and communism
must be judged on the basls of conditions in each country.
Obviously, the situation is quite different in countries

vhere communists organize a substantial part of the working
class.

Therefore, social democrats in each country must themselves
decide what stand the¥ take. Lecturing serves no purpose.
he meetings of

This view was emphasized at/the Socialist International

in 1972 and 1974 and was also confirmed this yvear at

Helsingodr.

The aim of uropean social democracy must he to reach the

working class as a wnole, to give it its rightful place in

l

the denmocratlic Hracess an?! to rorness

(3

s mower for the

social, economic and demrocrztic transformation of societyr.

I find it difficuit to understand those why have nothing

bt digtrust for the ideological reassessmoents poing on in

A benefit i€ tlhese parties
siart profegein~ their nellef ivu

communist parties. It nmust Ne

[y

croertLie rishits and

Py

0

ireedons, if theyr desive e defend fundancntal human ri-~ris,
if they belin 1o realize M=o ghrength ~r forriswm has *o chene

society.

ere 1t to zo sn far as that thov in deed ag vell 2z in word
live up to their »roclamations of "no demacwacy vithout
socialism. no sccialism without ‘lemocrscv", then they have
accepted not only Iosa Luxemburg’s basic doctrine on

socialism but also the fundamental values of L¥z2 Seni:il

R

i e
@]

International,



Arbetarrorelsens arkiv och bibliotek | © Olof Palmes familj

Should that happen, then we have no reason to relopss
into the accents of the €214 War or to launch into awny
Xind of crusade of the tyne reactionary forces are always
ready to organize. Ve can, instead, take part in an oncn

ideological debate unfettered by dogma.

Actually, it is = question of self-confidence. Because

. this . . .

basically éevelo ment roveg the attraction and strength
v ¥ “

5 vid

of deunocratic socialism. It is the neople’e denan. for o

livi denocracvy, for naticnal indejnendence and social
[ X

justice that s breaking thriugh,

Communism or cavpitalism no longer represent a dresm of
freedom for the peoples of Iurope. The proximity to

the states of Zastern Rurope and experience of the capitalizi-
sustained dictatorships in Greece, Portugal and Spain have
made people immune to repressive régines,

How can communism aitract those who want to have a say in

decisions affecting their worlmlaces, who want to develoen

local autonony, went to broadien their g»here of zotivity
and get more and morc people iuvolved in political 1life”
And how can cepitalisnm attract those who want to replace Tk -
injustices of the industrial scciety with ecconomic democracy,

the rapacity of the markelt lTorces with solidarity and a

4
T

healthy environment, for those who sce how reprecsive rigimes

raw their strength from mvliinational corporations, how
capitalism opposas the arrugsle for liberation from colorniol

rale?

Democratic socialism g the icin uplholder of aspirations
for freedom. Demncratic soczialisn is a Ifreedom movement
based upon people’s longing “cr f-.~:doin and their desire
to be' involved fn shapiry tuclr awn futura.

Social democracy is today lhe strongest political force in
WUestern Turope. We nave more members, more voles, more
menbers of parliazent and nmors ministers of government thean
ever before.
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But our task is a difficult one.

We must adamantly and patiently advance the positions of

democracy. 4gainst oppression and persecution. In defence

of human rights.,

In the past year in Portugal, the united and firm rallying
of Zuropean social democracy around democratic principles has
been a source of great encouragement., It is equally imdatant
that we support democracy in Spain. There, the forces of
democracy are showing great patience in the delicate but
inevitable transition to demccracy. Demands for political
freedom, the release of political prisoners, the right of
association can in the long run not bé checked. But it is
quite clear that there ias a 1init to how long the democratic
forces can wait,

But it is not enough to defend formal rights. Democracy must
be extended and deepened. In answer to the reactionary
forces that speak of narrowing and limiting democracy we

mast firmly say: give the people more power, dbring democracy
into the workplaces, let the citizens take responsibility.

Then together and united we can create a dbetter future,

We must not for a moment under-rate the right-wing forces
throughout Burope that want to expleit the »nresent crisis
and pegple’s fegling of hel 1essn¢s%.so that they can turn
Zre-estqp*;gh‘rigld class distinctions,

the cloc ack, once again broaden the gulls,/leave the
people at the mercy of the market forces and the woney
magnates. The task of social democracy is to take up the
cudgels against these reactionary forces, never let up on

its far-sighted efforts to found society on social justice,

Democracy and solidarity are the only instruments we can
uge to find the way out of the economic crisis, defend the

right to employnernt, meet the demand for a humane working
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life, create security and fellowship and a good living

environment,

No one country has the strength to do this - alone., It
requires the united strsngth of a labour movement, which

thanks to the values it has in common can function inter-
nationally.

Only whén we make headway in these efforts shall we be
able to male a constructive contributien to solving the
major international problems: the fight agsinst poverty,
a reasonadble and just distribution of global resources,
the struggle against the colossal wastefulness of the

arms race - all those issues which other speakers will be
dealing with at this conference.

Basically, it is a2 matter of keeping the idea of molidarity
alive, and of imbuing it with real content. International
golidarity demands that we make determined efforts to get
rid of the social and econonmic injustices in our own country.
Social security and economic strength in Sweden lays the
foundation for an active and far-sighted policy to promote
international peace and solidarity.

The strength of the labour movement lies in its realization
of the indissoluble link tetween working for solidaxrity
at home and at the internmational level in order to create

a better and more equitable future for all peoples.

This conference "Sweden in the World"” is part of those
efforts.,



