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Closing address

The 1972 party congress has been characte-
tized by hard work and seriousness. Many re-
presentatives have said to me, *This is a working
congress”. 'The representatives have put in an
incredible amount of hard work. In one week
we have gone over all the vital scctors of so-
cial policy in a spirit of earnestness, thoroughness
and solidaricy. This has to a very great cxtent
been a congress of women and young people.

When T opened this congress T recalled the
years of political and economic austerity thac
had passed.

People have asked: Where does the Social
Democratic Party stand? What does it want to
do?

The congress has been well aware of this. A
realization of the responsibility of the congress
was already evident from the preparations un-
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dertaken by our basic organizations. We came to
this congress with a particular aim in view, de-
termined to tackle our problems and to evolve a
cleay programme of action.

No doubt this congress has disappointed our
opponents. They had expected and hoped that
the party which assembled here would be de-
feated [rom the very outset, a conlused paity
devoid of cither the courage or the strength for
a critical appraisal of its policy.

But the mood of this congress has not been
one of discouragement. On the contrary it has
rellected a firm confidence in the ability of the
party to solve the problems that people arc con-
fronted by. On one topic after another we have
tackled the issues at stake and penetrated the
problems.

"This is not the behaviour of a party preparing
for an clection defear.

Tnstead we have drawn up guidelines for
policy in sectors which are of vital importance
to the commuunity.

Tn this way our congress differs in many re-
spects from those held by the bourgeois parties.

The bourgeois partics
Very little has been said here concerning our
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opponents. This has been wise and T have only
the Tollowtng to say now,

A few weeks ago the Moderates held cheir
congress in Visteras: Tt was Full of spiteful ac-
tacks on Social Democracy. The central issucs
in the election were to be the monarchy and the
Church of Sweden. Those people who expected
the Moderates to show how they would tackle
unemployment, regional problems, working con-
ditions, the status of women, were in for a disap-
poinement.

The Centre Party held its congress in Vixo
last summer. But did that congress leave any-
body a penny the wiser as to what the policy of
the Centre Party actually implies? What cxactly
do they want? One message did get across to us
[rom that congress: there is no conflict between
those who own the firms and those who work
For them. Arne Getjer put paid 1o that one Jast
Sunday. As he made quite clear, between the po-
licy of the Centre and the social attitude of the
union movement there is a great gulf fixed.

We have established quite empirically that the
Centre Party’s idea of the role of the union
movement does not agree with the unios move-
ment’s own ideas on the subject. We can also
cstablish that the Centre Party has broken with
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its tradition of working for a scttlement with
the Social Democratic Party and has instead
joined forces with the Moderates and the Libe-
vals. We find that the Centre Party regards the
Social Democrats as its principal cnemy and
that this attitude has been confirmed duting the
past weck.

From the ideological point of view it is mie
resting to note that the Centre Party has moved
progressively closer to those parties which put
their entire trust in the mechanism of the mar-
ket, at the same time as it tries to keep in touch
with the protest movement which has devcloped
in recent years against the market mechanism
and which has sometimes been dubbed the Green
Wave. Of course it is impossible to square the
circle in this way. 'The result can be little more
than a nostalgic fantasy.

But the really interesting thing about the
crends that have been at work in the world du-
ving the past few years is the concern for our
common resurces, {or our environment, and the
desire for parmership. This is a critique of so-
ciety calling for co-operation and solidarity, de-
manding democratic decisions instcad of ano-
nymous [orces. This critique is familiar to us. o
fact the Green Wave is red.
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Results of the congress

What have been the most important results of
the congress? The answer depends on who you
arc and what your approach is.

For people with arduous and dangerous jobs,
perhaps the most important result is the resolu-
tion for a now Act on the working enviropment,
which among other things gives their safety of-
ficers the right to intervene. The individual muse
not be left alone 1o face the hazards of his job.
Fle must have the entire community behind him
— both his union and society at large.

Perhaps the most importane resolution for
those living and wotking in depopulation coan-
ties is that concerning cconomic and regional
policy. They know that the Social Democrats are
to be relied on wherever people’s sccurity is at
stake. They know that we will go on fighting
for job opportunities and development in the
different parts of the country. They know that
the Social Democrats will not acquiesce in the
orowth of antipathies and conflicts between
town and country.

Those with low incomes and many mouths to
feed will doubtless be reassured by the continued
progress of Social Democracy along the path of
sociul cquality, with increased housing grants

43

Arbetarrorelsens arkiv och bibliotek | © Olof Palmes familj




i
¢
;

and an cquitable taxation policy. A far-reaching
programme of social policy has been drawn up
by the congress. ,

Similarly low wage carners will find ehat the
labour movement remains true to its equitable
wige policy. No doubt the attacks made on this
policy by the bourgeois press and the bourgeois
partics have aroused the fears and apprehensions
of poorly paid female textile workers, nursing
orderlies and those employed in retail trade and
in the food manufacturing industry. But they
know where the unions and the political labour
movement stand. In this respect the party con-
gress Tollows on digsectly from the T.O congress
last year.

Women know that this congress has resolved
to make the campaign for the equal statns of
womrenr one of the principal issues of the 1970s.
The labour movement will take the lead. This
work will be done through the unions and poli-
tically. Lffores will be required from a strong
society to provide child supervision, education
and employment.

We shall pursue these cfforts within our own
organizatons in order o get more women nto
politics, more women into Social Democracy,
‘more women in positions of responsiblity. We
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have a vigorous women’s federation. But this
task concerns the entire party.

Lverybody will judge the decisions of this
congress according to their own premises. They
can do so because in one sector after another we
have dealt with practical problems which people
encounter in their everyday lives. This is the
tundamental differcnce between our congress
and the bourgeois meetings,

We have in all things been guided by the cti-
teria of socialism. Qur work has been charac-
terized by a destie for complete solidarity, by
beliel in democraty and by the struggle for
equality.

Developing our cconomic policy

We started with industrial democracy. A demo-
cratization of working life i1s to be carried out
by the unions and by the political labour mo-
vement., That is quite clear after the debate
which was introduced by Gunnar Nilsson.

A great number of matters were cleaved up
in our discussion of economic policy. It was a
long discussion. We know that a tremendous
amount remains to be done in the practical
sphere. But ideologically and politically speak-
g, the interesting thing was that the whole of
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this lengthy debate was concerned with the way
in which we could strengthen and amplify our
cconomic policy. We were [ully agreed that this
oolicy should be developed fusther.

Our economic policy has come in for a heavy
attack from the bourgeois. Year after year they
have campaigned against government corpora-
tions. Now they expected us to beat the retreat,
to say that our cconomic policy had been a
mistake and that it had become a liability.

Instead the debate on cconomic policy has
shown that the party is united in its support of
the cconomic offensive faunched by ws ac the
end of the 1960s. The represensatives who came
to the congress were not told to advise us to
keep quict about economic policy. On the cont-
rary, we were old: Keep going, for the Social
Democratic economic policy is {undamentaltly
right. It is impertant for our cconomic progress
and for the security of the individual.

The cquality programme now practical policy

The debate on the second report of the social
cquality group also served to clear up a great
deal. Neither in this congress noy within our
party is there any doubt that we did right in
lannching the campaign for social equality. And
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we shall continue. Bourgeois propaganda against
our ¢fforts towards social equalization has not
caused us to falter.

The interesting point is that when we raised
the issue of social cquality it was dismissed as a
chimera. When the firse report on social equalivy
was presented, it was described as an agtempt
by the Social Democrats 1o stast a {ight, Now
that ihe second seport s being presented and
discussed by the congress, it is regarded as a
perfectty watural componene of Secial Demo-
cratic policy. 'Lhis is because we can point to
practical vesults which today are supported by
the overwhelning majority of people. We have
shown that greater equality is possible, we have
given practical prool that the demand for equa-
lity mecans an improvement in people’s living
conditions coupled with greater liberey. We have
placed the policy of social cquality on a sound
tooting by beginning to realize it

The right to work

Qur discussion of the policy of social equality,
of economic policy, of the status of women and
of fabour market and regional policy has centred
round one consistcutly recurring theme: the right
1o worlk.
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Arne Gejer forcefully emphasized how fun-
damental a demand this is. He has received an
answer [rom the congress. let me once again
affirm: By various measures we have been able
to create cmployment for more and more people.
According to the labour foree surveys there are
between 150,000 and 200,000 more people in
employment now than in 1967, due allowance
peing made for che statistical margin of crror.

But there are stifl too many people out of
work, The [ight against unemployment remains
our most important gask.

People grow apprehensive when unemploy-
ment rises, and this apprchension is not con-
fined to those who lose their jobs. Tt also affects
the housewife who is thinking of looking for a
job, and it affects young people about to comp-
lete their education.

People know that left to their own devices
they are powerless agatost the trade eycle, struc-
cural change and the marker mechanism. They
aie told by the bourgeois: Let us increase indu-
strial profits, then perhaps there will be a job
for you.

This kind of astitude is quite inadequate as a
means of saleguarding employment. We are con-
vinced that general tax rclief for individual
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firms is not of itself sufficient to solve employ-
ment problems. Instcad this congress has once
again alfirmed that society must assume direct
responsibility for people’s security. We cannot
rest content with awarding privileges to enter-
prise in the hope that those who own the firms
will provide work for people.

We must increase security of employment and
we must give the elderly, the handicapped, wo-
men and young persons a more securc status in
the labour market.

But we must also create more job opportuni-
tics. '['nis will be done throvgh measures of eco-
nomic policy designed to extend and strengthen
indusirial production.

But the public sector will also have to be
expanded in the long run. Otherwise we will not
achieve our aim: work for all. There arc many
mote tasks which we can only solve by dint of
combined efforts. People will come to require
more of the community. The demand for full
employment and the demand for better social
services can be brought together in a fruitful
alliance. The steep rise in the demand for cm-
ployment can be converted via the public scctor
into productive contributions improving our
common welfare.
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Behind this view lies one of the fundamental
fong-term ideas of socialism: the intertwining of
different aims to lorm a concerted policy.

The wholc of socicty

it is wot just a question of alleviating individual
sufferings and abuses. The whole of society is
to be reconstructed. 10 we wish go bring one pro-
biem into the light and work to solve it, we have
to realize that the possibility of solving other
argent problems is also affected. I we try to
create efficiency in industry. without providing
for general economic growth, e g in the public
sector, we are lable to create unemployment, We
will also crcate difficultics if we ty to clean our
air and our rivers and protect our natuial re-
sources without sobving the problems of the
working eavironment at the same time.

We shall continue the development of our
overall plapning. The congress has passed a re-
solution to this effect.

We shall extend democracy at work, in both
the private and the public sectors. The congress
has passed a resolution to this effect.

Behind these efforts stands a united labour
movement. "These lines of policy are intertwined

by democratic socialism.
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They can only be put into practice through
the concerted elforts of politicians and unions.
Pratically and ideologically speaking the Social
Democratic Party and the union movement are
more closely united today than ever before.

We are prepared {o co-operate

At meetings with representatives of private en-
terprise one 1s continually Deing asked where the
Social Democrats stand. This s reasonable
enough, for those representatives stand for an
important interest group in Swedish society.

This congress has answered the question. We
know where we stand on the main issues, Now
we shall put our policy into effect.

I concluded my addeess av the inaugural ce-
lebration by saying that we would go o work
with a.sense of our responsibility for the nation.
There is nothing acrogante in saying that this
feeling of responsibility for the nation has been
a leztmotiv in the work of our congress. In this
spirit we shall endeavour to put the resolutions
ol the congress into practice.

But we are no sectarians. We are not engaged
m a conspiracy. We do not deliberate behind
locked doors. We are an open popular move-
ment that knows what it wants.

51

Arbetarrorelsens arkiv och bibliotek | © Olof Palmes familj




For this reason we do not need to fight just
for the sake of fighting. We are prepared to fight
if we have to. We are of course prepared to co-
operate if this can be done. The most important
thing for us is to be able to implement our po-
ficies.

Now that the congress has given us the guide-
lines we shall proceed to get in touch with dif-
ferent groups and interests in Swedish society
so as to discuss things openly with them. We
shall embark on this discussion in the conviction
that it is in the besc interests of the entire na-
tion for employment to be safeguarded, working
environments improved, the natural environ-
ment. protected and for wage earners to be given
areater influence over the economy.

The policy of Social Democracy as conflirmed
by this congress is fundamentally an cxpression
of optimism regarding the future.

We belicve in the future of industrial socicty
and we are convinced that the problems con-
[ronting us today can be overcome.

Social Democracy belicves that people desire
and arc prepared to assume greater respon-
sibility for our industrial and economic de-
velopment in order to achieve greater security

and welfare.
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On the strength of the resolutions passed by
the congress, the Social Democratic party there-
fore invites all groups and interests in Sweden to
co-operate oit a broad basis {or the renewal of
Swedish socicty in a positive spicit.

We shall win people over to our policy

A week ago we met to begin a hard working
congress. This has now been completed. As al-
ways we have derived stimulus and happiness
from the discussion of our policy.

‘ Now it s time for the everyday grind to be-
gin agam. This is something which we have all
h;}d expetience of, in the party committee, in the
Rl%{s‘dng groap, in municipal councils and in
union organizations.

The working party will start worl and survey
reports will be studiced. Negotiagions will be
conducted and laws will be drafted. ‘The resolu-
tions of the congress will be hammered out into
specilic proposals.

Fach of us in the party will have his or her
job to do. We will come up against problems and
ditficulties, day-to-day problems of many kinds,
we will be faced with the task of convincing
others, endeavouring to co-operate with others
or of fighting for our proposals.
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As we get down to this job we are convinced
that we will finish it, because we are democratic
socialists, because we are convinced of the abilivy
of rteformism to accomplish things that are
worthwhile for hunmanity.

Our struggle is not only a latiguing round of
investigations and organizational work, it is also
a struggle for democyacy.

For it is a peacable struggle. Convictions,
cpirical reasons and facts are the weapons we
fight with. We are constantly engaged in de-
monstrating the possibility of a peacetul trans-
formation ol society. By creating a better so-
cicty [or people 1o live in we spike the guns of
those who advocate violence and revelution.

Reformism is a source of security to people
and we are proud of being democratic refor-

mers.

Fellow party members!

‘This congress has been given exhaustive co-
verage. But people in the country at large have
not been able to follow it hour by hour, they
have not experienced the mood in which it has
been held. For most people in Sweden this has
been an ordinary week of work and leisure with

everyday woriies and joys. Our policy is con-
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cerned with this everyday scene and with its
future appearance,

Now as we leave the People’s Palace we do so
in the determination to win people over to the
policy we have laid down.

We shall propagate the resolutions of the So-
cial Democratic Party congress at meetings, in
study circles, at places of work and in housing
areas.

This congress has displayed an incredible fund
of knowledge, experience and ideas on the part
of the members of the party. Now we shall show
that we are capable of pursuing our resolutions
and of winning people over to our policy.

. Sweden wifl be going to the polls in a year’s
time. A great deal can happen before then. No-
body yet knows anything about the election
campaiga and all that. But of one thing T am
quite sure. Tf we win the election we will all
say: the foundations of our victory were laid in
the People’s Palace between 17 Ociober 1972
at the twenty-fifth congress of the Social De-
mocratic Party.
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