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Statement by lr, Clof Palme, Prine linister of Sweden, in

the United Nations General Assembly, October 20, 1970
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Your election to th~ high office of Pregident of the General

£

Assembly is.a well-~leser.2d tribute to your great personal

the same time a fitiing recognition of Forway's contribution
ations since the ver; first days
of its existence, when your distringuished fellow-countrynan,
the late Trydve Lie, began to build and organize the Secretaria

o

of the new world organiza

The idea of ingtitvtutional, global co-operation between states

was notv new at that time. The idea had been tried by our pre-

[+

decessor, the League of Nations, I% failed, It failed, no

.

because the idea was wrong, but because i1 was not applie

e

with sufficient dedication and determination by a sufficien
number of states. The time was not yet xwipe for such great
endeavour. However, the collapse of the League did not strangle
man's yearning for peacs, security and well~being througn

A -
world-wide international co-operation. The set-back served

.
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a challenge for renewed efforts to organize the international
community for the benefit of all world citizens. The United
Hations wes born.

Arniversaries are gometimes said to be futile exercises in
mathenatical arbitrariness, Furthermore, it can now be argued,
25 years is not a long time in the 1ife of nations, This is

true., Nevertheless, lr. Pregident, I think we are right in

taking advantage of this solemn occasion not only ag 2 reason

“for cervemonies and rhetoric but, in particular, for a profound

analysis of the proper wrole of the United WNations in the world
of to~day~and of to~morrow. It would be proper during this
session of the General Assembly for llember States to wi
perspectives beyond the many urgent problem?that regularly
absorb our avtention when we meel nhsre for our yearly sessions,

o
L

Let us this oresee and evaluate the challenges

‘that the United Wations will be called upon to meet in the de-

cade wnich has Just begun.

The world is now in a stage

social, economic, technical and scientific fields. These change

provide unprecedented opportunities for progress and well-belng

of humanity. PBut they also constitute unprecedented threat to

ourselves, an risls to beccme the slave of technique instead

was led to a dramatically increased intvern-
s,

s,

[

This development

aepeﬂﬂonce between peopTeO and states. The situation has been
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described as "global paritners?

well-being have become indivigible, recognized as 1

right of all hwaan beings, The revolution of rising expecta-

swing, It will goon be impogesible to stop the

and ideas, Racilal and other discrimi-
nati

=

on is being universally condemnsed, A new sense of world.-

wide solidarity across racial, religiovs and national lines
is growing ever stronger. The generation that is now ma
into polivical responsibility and leadership challenges the
barriers of convention, prejud

ce and fear which separate
peoples and individuals. This new genevation views the still
deepéning gulf between the rich

and the poor peoples of

T the
. , world as mowrally iriolerable and as a threalt to peace.
N

] These are hopeful signs in an otherwise dark piciure, because
!
f they show a determinati

change an unsatisfactory reality.
Indeed, the problemgs that £ enormous, But

be . overcome. The

inevitable, Armament can be turned

of development, that did not come

reality in the T0's, The social causes of violence can be

eradicated, Togeth we can stvop the destruction of human en-
vironment.

That is needed is a firm political determination
of lember 3tates to undertake the necessa changes in the
structures of societies and

relations, The

roots of international ten

nal problems of

co-operation is therefore a2 gound developm
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§ ty to fulfil our obligations under the G
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progress and Justice throughout the worid.

In his report to vhis session, the Secretary-~CGenwmral has ex-
preassed gsome cautbtlous optimism with regard to the present

developnent of the international sitvation. Indeed, there are

Ao

signs that a sprit of increasing co-operation between the great
powers for the purpose of promoting a peaceful sgolution of long-
standing differences begin to yield results. The signing i

Mogcow of the treaty between the Soviet Union and the Federal

Fal

Republic of Germany prohibiting the threat or use of force in

accordance with article 2 of the Casrter may prove to have hls-

[

i3

torical signi:

_0
(]

icance for the future relations between the
countries of Iurope. MNegotiations between the Federal Republic
and Poland are in process. The four grealb powers responsible

o+ for the situation in Berlin have resumed their deliberations

for the purpose of improving the situation in that city. The

two leading nuclear powers are engaged in direct negotiations
with a view to limiting strategic nwclear weapon systems, In-~

F:4

ucted between Huropean

o
{=1

tensive consultations are being cond

[}

countries regarding the possibilitiss for the convening of a

conference on security and co-overaiion in Hurope with the

participa of

LJ-
I‘-J

all states responsibile for the security of
the continent, Serious
splitting up of Iurope into different economic groupings, The

talks in Paris on peace in Vietnam have bheen resumed on the leve
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guarter of a century

the world? The onpt

mingled with

These develonments seen

pregsed by the Secretary-Cener if

to be on the first word rather than on the

5

they ghould serve as a challenge, during

cautious optim

second,

of

a

T 1.
52,80

3

S eXe

.

the emphasis tends

In any case,

this commemorative

session of our organization, to increase the efforts to break
the vicious circle of fear, armament and violence in the vworld,
j- lr, President, It is natural at this moment to pay tribute to
! the wisdom of those men who a quarier of a century ago drafted
g the Charter of the United Taitions., They had a Vstonary feeling
f Rt R —
for the possibilities of the future, without 100Q1 1z grasp of
the demands of reality. They took account of the special respon-
Rt ST
sibilities for peace and vecurwt“ rvesting with the great povewrs,
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L by
- state sovereignty. If the United lNafions to-day has shortco-
el ) mings - which indeed it has ~ the drafters of the Charter are
not to be blamed. It is not the Charter, dbut the disrespect
for the Charter by Member States, which is responsible for the
inebility of the United Nations to safeguard international peace
and security,

o~

When looking back over the past 25 years of the life of +the
United Nations we note some very essential achievments, The

most Important one is to be found im the field of independence

of peoples under colonial role, With gsome well-known and de-

SRS

1 1 3

process has been marked by a spirit

[N
€3]

plorable exceptionsg,
of fdendship and co-operation between thé newly indenendent
L

country and the former colonial powsr, The credit for this

ted

e

fations

b

ke, The Un

1..1.

napoy development goes to both pariies al

can be congratulated for having served as a frame and forum

for this historical process, Trusteeship has been transformed

into partnership. The remaining tasks in the field of decolo-
e wr

nisation refer above all to the Portumese territories in Afrlca.
The anomaly of thig gituation is all too obvious. Beinforced

the United llations to seittle this problem are

forewell placed to testify to the importance of further in-

machinery of the

creasing the efficiency of
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Less spectacular perhaps, but yet of great importance is the

progress made in the works towards evolution and codification

of the principles of international law concerning friendly

P
N

relations and co-operation among siates., The results achieve

C
Ca

in this field mark an important advance in the efforts to se-

cure greater respect for such funiaw ciples of the

Charter as non-intervention, the prohibition of the threat or
use of force, . selfdetermination and soverign equality
between states. The non-ovservance of these primeciples is in-

Fad

deed the very root-cause of world imsecurity and turroil,

N

tions, the great powers

Already at the birth
had a dominating position on account. of their vast rilitary

Mhis is still more true to-dey, in

and economic resources,
spite of tae largely increased number of sovereign states.
There has taken place, however, a remavkable development in
povier relations between the great powers themselves, A factual

duopoly of super power has been esiablished between the two

wsgon,

o
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leading world powers. Let me stress that this is not nec

4}

4.

a negatvive element. These powerévare fully aware of their en-
ornous dstructive pdential and of the particular responsibili-
tieé that this implies, They constantly try to liguidate causes
for great power conflicts, A balance of pover exisis as a

safegard - however a fragile one - azainst a world conflagra-

tion., Yel, . President, I subnit that this power duopol:
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containg certain risks J1ler nations,., Big power con-
sensus may be reached at the expensaz 0L amell pover in

for instance through the vreservation of status quo, when
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change is in the interest of the smzll nations, Super-pover
.dOﬁination also tends to shift the smphasis away from this
organization - even from ihe Securiiy Council - over to behind-
the-gcene deliberations by the big gowers. The many small na-
tions nmust cqngtantly gsee to i1t that their intewvest is properly

safeguarded in this process. Por then the best way to do this

is to strengthen the United ilations. Our Charter provides an
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excellent machinery of interplay
many small na ti ong of the world, It ig therefore - in the view

of my Government - very timely and propér for this session

adopt a resolution whereby lember Siates solemnly rededicate
i
f
/ themselves to the principles and purposes of the. Charter,

What does this mean in concrete terms? In connection with +the

L
87T

Fh

internat

|a
L.u

discussion of measures for rengohening o

e
=
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ered certain obser—

l‘l)

and security the Swedish Government has 6F

vations in this regard., I would like vo sum them up briefly.

1. The disarmament efforts must be intensified., Disarmament is

$-3
&)
e
U)

the crucialband mnost argent problen of our time, Certain »
may be worth taking in order to achieve it, The late President
Kennedy's words still ring in our ezrs:"lhe zrisks inherent in
disarmament pale in comparison with the certain danger of con-
tinued arms race, The time to change the trend is now during

the first year of the Disarmament Decade,
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wman decency,
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%+ The enormous differences in socizl and economic conditicons
R NS PA ’
between rich and poor, nations as well ag individuals, must
B R T :
be bridged. The success or failure of the Second Development

Decade will have a substantial importance for the possibili-

—+
i}
i~

ties of safeguarding intrrnationzal peace and security.

4. The human environment, in the broodest sense, must be dealw

e Y
with as a matter of equal importance as the most seriovs
problems facing mankind f£-r the nexd fubture. The qualitative
aspects of cconomic growth must be accorded highest priority.

The protection of human environment must he an integrated.
part of economic development. This is therefore in the interest
of 211 nations., Safezvarding our envivonment is nothing less

than a matvter of human survival,

5. The United Nations activities to promote the respect for

human rights should be intensified. The human rights questiocns
.

transcend the boundaries of nations and the concept of the

sovereignty of States should not be allowed to prevent progress

sive sovereisnty of the individual State., It concerns all man-
kind,

lMr, President. I have dealt with some aspects of peace and
security in the broadest sense of the words, The list is Dby
no means exhaustive, I might, for instance, have siressed the
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peace-keoping machinery., Here, no deubty much can be done in
order Lo e role of the United Tations under
the Charter, Ty intention - however - hag only been to point

0 poin

lember States $o proceed in this directiorn

then it has certainiy justified +this solemn
lr, President, Thegse 25 wvears of wighence of the United

rom many

their lives in the gexvice of our
ﬁ hag not been sgpared. In Sweden nanes
E s stand ms symbolg for ungelfish
! B
j
i dedication to the cause of peace and understanding bhelween
j peoples., This is the occasion for vz all to pay Htribute to
memory of all thoge who made the uvltimate sacrifice Tor the

ideals of the Unite


domohn.es

